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About Us and Our Programs
THIS YEAR’S SPEAKER SERIES THEME:
LIVING THE FAITH
Our 2018 theme reminds us that our
faith is not something we practice only
on Sundays, or only in the privacy of
our homes and churches. God desires
that our faith be evident in every
element of our daily lives. This year’s
speakers live their lives with God the
Father at their sides, bringing Him
into, and sharing Him through, their
careers, their personal lives and their
communities. Through experiences in
both life and in death, they embody
and share God’s work, power, hope and
love. Join us for faithful inspiration.

THE LEGATUS MISSION
PREFACE In the love of Our Lord Jesus Christ, His
Church, and His Vicar on earth, Legatus is an international
organization of practicing Catholic laymen and laywomen,
comprised of CEOs, presidents and managing partners
with their spouses as equal members, from the business
community.
MISSION STATEMENT To study, live, and spread the
faith in our business, professional and personal lives.

THREEFOLD PURPOSE
STUDY. Ongoing education is at the heart of Legatus. Our
members’ thirst for knowledge is matched with the most
profound and convincing body of religious knowledge in the
history of human thought—our Catholic Faith.
LIVE. Translating the teachings of Christ and His Church
into practical applications helps our members become
eminently pragmatic about their faith.
SPREAD. Our members, who are “ambassadors for Christ,”
don’t typically wear their faith on their shirtsleeves. They
spread the faith through good works, good ideas, and high
ethical standards.
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Planning
2017 Speakers
Your Attendance
and Events
SCHEDULE OF REGULAR MEETINGS
For the convenience of all members, we strive to maintain a
predictable schedule for our standard monthly meetings. All
regular meetings will adhere to the following timeline.
4:45 p.m.*
5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.

Rosary
Confessions
Mass
Refreshments

7 p.m.
Program
8 p.m.
Dinner
8:45 p.m. Announcements

*Eastern Time Zone

Please RSVP one week prior to all events by contacting
Legatus of Indianapolis chapter administrator Jennifer
Sessoms at (317) 698-6288 or IndyLegatus@gmail.com.

EVENT LOCATIONS
All regular meetings will begin with rosary, confessions
and Mass at St. Luke Catholic Church, with refreshments,
announcements, program and dinner immediately following
at either Broadmoor or Meridian Hills country clubs.
ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
7575 Holliday Drive East, Indianapolis, IN 46260
BROADMOOR COUNTRY CLUB
2155 Kessler Boulevard West Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46228
MERIDIAN HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
7099 Spring Mill Road, Indianapolis, IN 46260
The retreat in March, the President’s Party in August and
the Christmas Celebration in December do not follow
the standard event schedule and may take place in special
locations.
All event details, including times and locations, are
subject to change. Watch chapter announcements for
the most current details.

“The world needs genuine witnesses to Christian
ethics in the field of business, and the Church asks you
to fulfill this role publicly and with perseverance.”
Pope John Paul II, address to Legatus, Rome, 1988
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2018
2017 Speakers and Events
JANUARY 18 at Broadmoor Country Club

JOHN RYAN

President, Indianapolis Council of
St. Vincent De Paul
John Ryan was corporation counsel and
senior deputy mayor during Indianapolis
mayor Bill Hudnut’s administration; partner at the law
firm Ice Miller, concentrating on government public affairs;
vice president of government affairs for One America; and
director of the Department of Child Services under Indiana
Governor Mitch Daniels’ administration. Since retiring, he
was elected as, and is currently serving as, president of the
Indianapolis Council of Saint Vincent de Paul.
FEBRUARY 15 at Meridian Hills Country Club

JENNIFER TRAPUZZANO
Catholic widower and mother

Jennifer is a Catholic messenger of God’s
mercy and love. After marrying her husband,
Nathan, and finding out three months later
they were expecting their first child, Nathan was murdered
while on a morning walk two blocks from their home in
Indianapolis. Nathan never got to meet their daughter, Cecilia.
Yet, even in his death, his faith continues to be a witness to
others. Since his death, Jennifer has taken steps to not only
forgive, but to also pray daily for his murderer. She is passionate
about sharing her faith and her spiritual journey.
MARCH 15, 4:15 to 9 p.m. Chapter Retreat
at Allison Mansion, Marian University.
Two sessions, Mass, dinner and reception.

Archbishop Charles C. Thompson
Archdiocese of Indianapolis

Archbishop Thompson was appointed by
Pope Francis in June 2017 and installed
July 28. He holds bachelor’s, master of divinity and licentiate
of canon law degrees. Ordained a priest for the Archdiocese
of Louisville in 1987, his pastoral service has included roles
as associate pastor, pastor, parish administrator, priestchaplain, Metropolitan Judicial Vicar and Director of
Tribunals, Promoter of Justice and Judge of the Tribunal
and visiting professor of canon law. He was Vicar General
of the Archdiocese of Louisville from 2008 to 2011, and
was Bishop of Evansville from 2011 to 2017, before being
appointed Archbishop of Indianapolis.

2018
Speakers
andand
Events
2017
Speakers
Events

5

APRIL 19 at Broadmoor Country Club

TOM MONAGHAN
Founder, Legatus

He is best known as the founder of
Domino’s Pizza and former owner of the
Detroit Tigers baseball franchise, but Tom
Monaghan currently devotes his attention to not-for-profit
endeavors, specifically focusing on underwriting Catholic
higher education. This support primarily flows through the
Ave Maria Foundation, which he founded in 1983 and for
which he serves as chairman of the board. He founded what
is now Ave Maria University in Florida and serves as the
university’s chancellor and chairman of the board for the
university’s law school. He founded Legatus in 1987.
MAY 17 at Meridian Hills Country Club

FR. JOE MORIARTY

Rector, Bishop Simon Bruté College
Seminary, Indianapolis
Father Moriarty was ordained in 1993 and
has served in a number of roles in central
Indiana. He has been sacramental minister;
associate pastor; chaplain of Cardinal Ritter Junior/Senior
High School, Serra Club, Indianapolis Fire Department and
Marian University; vocations director for the Archdiocese;
and associate director of spiritual formation, spiritual
director, then director of spiritual formation for Saint
Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology. He is currently
rector of Bishop Simon Bruté College Seminary.
JUNE 21 at Meridian Hills Country Club

BETH LEONARD
Author

Beth Leonard was inspired by meditation
and prayer to write Bible studies. She uses
true stories and contemporary thoughts to
bring biblical verses to life in readers’ hearts
and minds. Her three spiritual loves — Holy Scripture,
Sacred Mass and the Catechism of the Catholic Church —
are woven into each chapter and every talk she presents. She
has authored two books, The Seven Sorrows Bible Study for
Catholics: What we can learn from our Mother of Sorrows, and
Blood of the Lamb Catholic Bible Study: Shed 7 times to save us.
Beth and her husband, Bill, are parishioners of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish.
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2018
2017 Speakers and Events
JULY 19 at Meridian Hills Country Club

Elliott Bedford, M.A., Ph.D.
Director of Ethics Integration
at St. Vincent Health

At St. Vincent Health in Indianapolis,
Elliott Bedford leads the hospital system’s
efforts to embody a moral identity as a ministry of the
Catholic Church. He develops and integrates ethics
education, consultation and development services for the
health system’s 20 acute-care facilities and approximately
16,000 associates. He also helps foster relationships between
St. Vincent Health and the Catholic Diocese of Lafayette,
Diocese of Evansville and Archdiocese of Indianapolis. In
his role at St. Vincent Hospital, he works closely with ethics
leaders at the hospital’s parent organization, Ascension
Health, the largest nonprofit health system in the United
States and the world’s largest Catholic health system. He is
an adjunct professor in the College of Osteopathic Medicine
at Marian University and holds bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in philosophy, a master’s degree in theology and a
doctorate in health care ethics in the Catholic Tradition.
AUGUST 16 Location to be announced

Annual Legatus President’s Party
Legatus members are invited to join the president of
the Indianapolis chapter at the annual President’s Party,
generally a more relaxed and social gathering.
Watch for announcements
with details about this special event!

SEPTEMBER 20 at Meridian Hills

JOHN LEPPERT

Founder, Leppert Mortuary
John T. Leppert was born in Indianapolis
and attended Catholic schools throughout
his elementary, high school and college
years. John served in the U.S. Army Reserves from 1964
to 1971. He entered funeral service in 1963, working for
Flanner and Buchanan Mortuaries and Feeney Kirby
Mortuary before founding Leppert Mortuary in 1973. He
is son to the late William L. and Mary Louise Leppert. He
married his wife, Joy, in 1979 and has three children and
eight grandchildren. He will speak about his journey in life.
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OCTOBER 18 at Meridian Hills Country Club

SUE ELLSPERMANN

President, Ivy Tech Community College
Sue Ellspermann leads the nation’s largest
singly accredited statewide community
college system. Ivy Tech Community
College serves more than 170,000 students a year. Her
career spans more than 30 years in higher education,
economic and workforce development, and public service.
As Lieutenant Governor of Indiana, she served as President
of the Senate and secretary of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs, and oversaw six agencies. She has also served as
vice chair of the Indiana Career Council, was elected as
State Representative for Indiana District 74, was founding
director of the Center of Applied Research and Economic
Development at the University of Southern Indiana, and
owned an independent consulting firm. She holds bachelor’s,
master’s and doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) degrees in
industrial engineering.
NOVEMBER 15 at Meridian Hills Country Club

Kenith C. Britt, Ph.D.
Dean, The Educators College,
Marian University

Dr. Ken Britt has a long history in
education in the Catholic tradition.
While working to obtain his doctor of
philosophy degree at the Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C., he focused his research on the viability
of consolidated Catholic school systems. He then worked
for 10 years as a principal and president of K-12 Catholic
schools, before joining Marian University in 2013. He
currently serves as senior vice president and dean of the
Educators College at the university. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in education from West Liberty University and a
master’s degree in leadership from Marshall University.
In addition to his work at Marian, Ken serves as a board
member of the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce and the
Archdiocesan Catholic School Commission.
DECEMBER 13 at Meridian Hills Country Club

Christmas Celebration
We will celebrate this Holy Season with Mass,
followed by a celebration in honor of Jesus’ birth.
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OUR LEADERS AND ADVISERS
Ecclesiastical
Adviser
International
Chaplain

Most Reverend Jose H. Gomez
Archbishop of Los Angeles

Most Reverend Sam G. Jacobs
Former Bishop, Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, La.
Most Reverend Charles C. Thompson
Archbishop of Indianapolis

Ordinary

Reverend Monsignor Joseph F. Schaedel
St. Luke Catholic Church, Indianapolis

Chaplain
President

Brian Hall

Past President

Jerry Jones

Chapter
Administrator

Jennifer Sessoms

LEGATUS FORUM

Forums are small, confidential groups of 8 to 12 individuals who meet
monthly to discuss matters of family, business, spiritual and personal
interest. They provide a trustworthy resource for advice and business
and personal issues from a Catholic faith perspective as well as
prayerful concern for each other. They deepen the Legatus experience.
Forums meet at St. Luke Catholic Church. Details subject to change.
Men’s forum: Third Thursdays, 7 to 8:30 a.m.

Women’s forum: First Wednesdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

Executive or Division Head Criteria
Primary membership for the top-ranking Catholic in a business,
division or subsidiary
Requirements

Manufacturing /
Sales / Service

Financial
Services

Title

Chairman, President, CEO, Owner,
Managing Director, Managing
Partner, Publisher, Executive Vice
President or equivalent

Same Titles

Personnel

(a) 49 employees OR
(b) 10 employees and
$1 million annual payroll

10 employees

Volume /
Value

$6.5 million OR
$10 million net value

$275 million
(assets)

To submit prospective member names and contact information, or
to learn about our intermediate-level of membership for applicants
under the age of 40, email Jennifer Sessoms at IndyLegatus@gmail.
com. Intermediate-level membership information is also available
on our website, legatus.org/chapter/Indianapolis.

www.legatus.org/chapter/Indianapolis | IndyLegatus@gmail.com

